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T h e N a t u r e  C o n s e r v a n c y
C o n s e r v a t i o n
C overing the State
Ayers Brook Preserve in Passadumkeag/Lowell in Penobscot County, above. 
A field trip to York County’s Mount Agamenticus, top.
Maine possesses natural areas in great variety. And we have a 
variety of ways to describe them.
Some talk broadly o f regions - 
coastal, mountains, north or south; 
others think in terms of landscapes 
and watersheds; and yet others, in­
c lu d in g  C on servan cy sc ien tists, 
break Maine into over one hundred 
natural communities, that is, assem­
blages of plants and animals that oc­
cur predictably under certain envi­
ronmental conditions.
It can get complicated, but we don’t 
have to sort it all out before we agree 
that exploring the natural diversity 
of our state is a lot more satisfying 
than defining it. And one way of ex­
ploring that diversity is by following 
the success of Conservancy land pro­
tection activities across the state in 
recent months.
We have written extensively dur­
ing the past year about the massive 
28 6 -sq u are-m ile  St. Jo h n  R iver 
project in the far northwestern cor­
ner of the state. Here’s a look at six 
other protected places that, together, 
hint at Maine’s great natural variety.
Ayers Brook
T his spring, w ithin  the state’s 
most remarkable eccentric bog, 
a Tomah mayfly nymph will grasp 
the base of a tussock sedge sub­
m erged beneath the frigid  melt- 
sw o llen  w aters o f L ittle  C old  
Stream. It will struggle up the stem,
out of it’s aquatic world and into the 
air. It is the beginning of a brief, event­
ful sojourn (hardly more than a week 
of it’s life will remain) during which it 
will molt, transform, take flight, mate 
and deposit eggs of the next genera­
tion into the same waters from which 
it came.
This is the course rare Tomah may­
flies have followed here for uncounted 
years, yet something beyond their ken 
has changed. An important part of the 
habitat on which their entire life cycle 
and the life cycles of many other plants 
and animals depend has come under 
conservation protection.
Since 1995, the Conservancy has ac­
quired some 3 ,15 0  acres within the 
unusual wetland com plex through 
w hich L ittle  C old  Stream , C old 
Stream, Ayers Brook and the Passa- 
dum keag River flow. Spanning the 
towns of Passadumkeag and Lowell
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adjacent peninsula where the rest of 
the Conservancy’s preserve resides.
The preserve has grown incremen­
tally since 1969, with this year’s gen­
erous donation of nine acres by Dr. 
Kenneth and Marnie Crowell bring-
A s newspapers bannered End of the 
Millennium assessments last De­
cember, those of us working in land 
conservation needed little additional 
incentive to contem plate ju st how 
quickly Time is moving. We see the 
effects all around us.
With each passing day, more open 
space disappears or is fragmented by 
new roads, buildings or homes. Here 
in Maine, more natural land has been 
converted to the “built environment” 
in the last twenty years than in all our 
previous history added together. It 
represen ts progress on some 
fronts of course, but there are al­
ways consequences.
A Sense of Urgency
Statewide
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some 28 miles above Bangor, the 
latest 6 1 1 - a c r e  parcel inclu des 
most of the core wetland previ­
ously unprotected at the site. Pur­
chased from Lincoln Pulp and Pa­
per, it is the sixth  property ac­
quired in just five years.
H ugging the eastern shore of 
Penobscot Bay and just north 
o f Sunset on the Deer Isle Pen- 
ninsula, Barred is an undeveloped 
coastal island of spruce fir forest 
and poplar groves bounded by 
granite ledges. At barely more than 
two acres, it is like a microcosm of a 
Maine island, but that is more than 
enough to draw  m any day hikers 
across the intertidal sand bar from the
Barred Island 
Preserve in Deer 
Islse, shown here, 
and Crockett Cove 
Woods Preserve in 
Stonington are near 
neighbors, but 
provide very different 
Maine coast experi­
ence. The island 
floor is carpeted in 
thick mats of cran­
berry, snowberry and 
black crowberry. The 
fog forest wears a 
coat of mosses and 
lichens.
TOM RUMPF
ing the total to 60 acres. The Crowell’s 
have watched over Barred Island for 
many years as Conservancy stewards 
and now on behalf of the Island Heri­
tage Trust which has assumed man­
agement responsibilities.
How to m anage or 
mitigate the effects of 
suburban sprawl is a hot 
topic now, from  the 
State House in Augusta 
to the town h alls  of 
southern  and coastal 
Maine. It is widely seen 
as a threat to Maine’s rural character 
and our quality of life, at least in the 
more developed parts of the state.
But sprawling development has an­
other, even more insidious effect on 
wildlife habitat, which helps explain 
our strategy behind the various land 
conservation projects detailed in this 
issue of Maine Legacy.
For many years, the Conservancy’s 
primary focus was on protecting rela­
tively small but ecologically important 
sites for rare plants and animals. But 
as developm ent began to encircle 
some of these areas, it became clear
that they w ould not remain viable 
habitats for those rare species, much 
less the full suite of native species 
which belong there.
So we have shifted our emphasis to 
expanding core natural areas at key 
sites, building on existing conserva­
tion lands to establish larger, more 
viable blocks of habitat which can 
withstand the test of time.
The pace at which 
we are losing ground 
- literally - is quickening.
Some of these areas, like Mt. Aga­
m enticus, Ayers Brook or M erry- 
meeting Bay, represent nationally sig­
nificant landscapes. Others, like the 
Saco Heath, are Nature Conservancy 
preserves which we are committed to 
growing as opportunities arise. The 
pace at which we are losing ground - 
literally - is quicken­
ing, and whatever is
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not protected at such a site will likely 
be developed before another decade 
is gone.
Just as our St. John River acquisi­
tion has redefined the scale for con­
servation in the north woods, so too 
are we looking to expand the scope 
of our work elsewhere. It is too late 
for Baxter State Park-sized acquisi­
tions in southern Maine, or along the 
coast, but opportunities still exist to 
piece together conservation lands of 
ten, twenty or even thirty thousand 
acres.
So much depends 
on acting now.
So much depends on acting now, for 
the opportunities are fleeting. But 
w ith your help, at least som e of 
Maine’s best natural areas will still be 
here for our children to enjoy into this 
new millennium.
Pitch Pine anchored to the deep sphagnum moss of Saco Heath.
SHERRY PALMER
Merrymeeting Bay
O ff the shoreline of Green Point 
in D resden, ducks rise like 
sm oke from  the w aters o f M erry- 
meeting Bay. Nothing could illustrate 
more clearly the importance of this 
landmark, formed by the confluence 
of the Kennebec and Eastern Rivers, 
than the rafts of ducks that form here 
20 and 30,000 strong, attracted by 
quantities of wild rice and 160 acres 
of intertidal mudflat.
The point, also known as Green 
Point Farm , has been in Robert 
Gleason’s family for generations. At 
462 acres, it has two miles of river 
frontage.
With financial support from The 
Nature Conservancy and funds from 
the North American Wetlands Con­
servation Council, the Maine Depart­
ment of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife 
has recently purchased the property.
Mr. Gleason sold the property for con­
servation purposes well below its ap­
praised value.
The D epartm ent w ill m anage 
Green Point in conjunction with Swan 
Island which lies in the Kennebec just 
across from it. In fact Swan Island is 
called the Steve Powell Wildlife Man­
agement Area, named in honor of Mr. 
Gleason’s uncle who first managed the 
island for the State.
The new acquisition includes impor­
tant breeding and migratory habitat 
for waterfowl, wading and shorebirds 
and habitat as w ell for rare mud 
plants. It is the fourth Merrymeeting 
Bay acquisition the Conservancy has 
worked on. The first was 152-acre  
Fines Island in 1997.
Merrymeeting Bay, a priority site 
for the Conservancy, is one of the larg­
est and most important freshwater 
tidal ecosystems in the United States.
The Conservancy and the Department 
of Inland Fisheries and W ildlife are 
working with the U.S. Fish and Wild­
life Service G u lf of Maine Project, 
Friends of M errym eeting Bay and 
other local and state partners in the 
Maine Wetlands Coalition to protect 
additional high value sites on the Bay.
Saco Heath
I  knew 30 years ago I’d give this land 
to the Nature Conservancy,” said 
Robert Gobeil, as he and his wife 
Rosemarie donated an important 35- 
acre holding on Saco Heath. The par­
cel had been one of the largest tracts 
of the heath not in Conservancy own­
ership.
The seventh acquisition at this site 
since 1986, it brought the Saco Heath 
Preserve to just over 870 acres. The 
peatland is remarkable for a number 
Continued on page six
Maine Legacy Winter 2000 - 3
tA a in e  \ io ie ( 5  
G o  10  w e  P d 5  
t o  D e c id e  a
Top: Election Night party-goers gravitated to the 
television screens as the results filtered in from pre­
cincts across the state - Andrea Standee and Maureen 
Drouin saw the numbers they were hoping fo r as Maine 
voters approved the $50 million land bond by a margin 
of more than 2 to 1. Above: Conservancy Executive 
Director Kent Wommack took the podium to thanks 
volunteers and some 600 individual contributors.
Above Left: Tom Rumpf Director of Land Protection, 
joins the applause fo r a hard-earned victory. Left:
Maine Coast Heritage Trust President Jay  Espy savors 
the moment - as well he should. MCHT worked shoul­
der to shoulder with the Conservancy fo r two years to 
bring the ballot measure before the people of Maine.
M e n
$50 M 
Land 5 ond
f n i a b i f l l n a t
L 0 0 K 5  U K e  l
5 lJCC £ 5 5
PHOTOGRAPHY BY ANNIE ROSE
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Right: Governor Angus King was on hand to give 
the thumbs up to the largest bond in Maine history 
not devoted to fixing bridges or filling potholes. He’s 
flanked by volunteers Brad Berstein and Paige 
KitsonBelow: Alice and Dick Spencer Dick helped 
form Citizens to Save Maine’s Heritage which 
mobilized support fo r the bond. Bottom: Hoddy 
Hildreth, accepts congratulations as a key advisor. 
Below: Two who deserve to be pleased, Campaign 
Manager Angela Twitched and Campaign Field 
Coordinator Jess Knox.
ot Valk 
Island
bUCCeSS
fne Land for rAsine's future Program nas a future - 
te a m  to  tAaine voters wno le f t  no question last dovetnoer 
aoout weir strong support for land conservation.
We treasure carried every tAaine county and over QQ/o o f tAaine towns. 3y w e tine polls dosed on 
dovenoer Znd, nearly seventy percent o f tAaine voters nad approved w e $50 Mon land oond -  
wrier will oe odstered oy anower $15 Mon in catering funds, fnanks to  everyone wno made wis 
possiole '  froto w e Governor and so nany tAaine Legislators to  w e renarkatde coalition o f tAaine 
organisations w at Induded tAaine Guides, easiness and dvic leaders and more. And spedai wanks 
to  ail w e Conservancy servers wno conwiouted in suen a variety o f ways.
ism Association Ducks Unlimited of Maine 
ion Trust for Public Land Maine Bowhuntei 
rs Association Maine AFI7CIO  The Island 
Sportsman s
Statewide
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of reasons. Home to the rare Hessel’s 
hairstreak butterfly, it is believed to 
be the southernm ost exam ple of a 
raised bog in North America.
The bog has becom e raise, or 
dom ed, over thousands o f year 
through the continuous build up of 
peat and other plant matter. In fact, 
Saco Heath started out as two sepa­
rate peat bogs that grew closer to­
gether over the centuries, until they 
ultimately joined, or coalesced.
Although minutes from downtown 
Saco and closer still to the Maine 
Turnpike, the heath seems far distant 
in both time and space. A Conser­
vancy parking lot on Route 1 1 2  pro­
vides easy access, and there is inter­
pretive signage and trail head. A quar­
ter mile walk through the woods 
(much of it over boardwalk but likely 
wet in Spring) and the heath opens 
abruptly before you, beautiful and 
haunting in every season.
The boardwalk continues across the 
delicate surface of the peatland, even­
tually looping through an upland is­
land which provides a view of the At­
lantic white cedar stand (on which the 
Hessel’s hairstreak depends), which 
is unusual in its own right for sinking 
its roots into a bog.
Ducktrap River
The entire Ducktrap River water­shed is encom passed by some
23,000 acres, roughly the size o f a 
township in Maine’s unorganized ter­
ritories. But the Ducktrap is far less 
remote - though rem arkably unde­
veloped.
It w inds ten m iles through the 
coastal towns o f L in colnville  and 
Belm ont; one can w alk  through 
woodland and wetland habitats from 
Ducktrap Harbor to its headwaters 
at Tilden Pond. In places, the canopy 
of trees closes over the entire stream.
Twenty organizations have joined 
the Ducktrap River Coalition and in 
a handful of years protected nearly
Trees crowd the bank and 
overarch the quiet, upper 
reaches of the Ducktrap 
River, above. The view from 
Mount Agamenticus, right, 
takes in miles of southern 
Maine woodlands.
ten percent of the watershed, 
including 8.7 miles along the 
river.
The latest addition is a 
125-acre parcel in Lincoln­
ville with a quarter mile of river front­
age. The deal was pulled together by 
the Coastal M ountains Land Trust 
with lead funding from the Conser­
vancy, along with funds from the At­
lantic Salmon Collaborative, Maine 
W ild life  H eriitage In itia tive , and 
Coastal Mountains’ supporters.
Conservancy funds came from the 
Drinkwater Endowment established 
in 19 9 6  by a bequest o f M argaret 
Drinkwater in memory of her parents, 
Herbert Allan and Carrie Kingsbury 
Drinkwater and their daughters Dor­
othy, Margaret and Ann.
While the Conservancy has been 
active in assessing and inventorying 
the natural values of the Ducktrap for 
some time, this is our first participa­
tion in a purchase along the river. The 
property will be owned and managed 
by the Coastal Mountain Land Trust.
W e devoted a seven-page spread in our Sum mer 1999 Maine 
Legacy to a decade of conservation 
at Mount Agamenticus. The moun­
tain rises above the coastal plain in 
York and thousands of acres of rela­
tively untouched lands sweep away 
in all directions, a mosaic of rocky 
summits, wetlands, woodlands and 
farms that are home to at least 30 
rare species.
Well, welcome to the next decade! 
We have ju st purchased a 50-acre 
parcel adjacent to a previously pro­
tected 44-acre site. It is the 34th 
transaction (approxim ately 2 , 1 0 0  
acres) for which the Conservancy has 
been responsible in this biodiversity- 
rich and im m inently-threatened 
southern Maine site.
Mount Agamenticus
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The Conservancy’s Cobscook Bay Project launched a new initiative 
in January with the first in a series of articles in The Quoddv Tides, 
which is published weekly in Eastport and serves communities 
around the Bay. The articles will appear monthly and provide 
information and perspectives on the Bay’s health and 
productivity in the belief that good information^ 
will provide the foundation for^ 
good decisions.
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We hope 
the articles 
will elicit 
comment as 
well as new 
information 
from area 
residents, to 
assure that good 
science and good 
sense will go 
hand in hand.
cased siraple PA \\ >nV'0 ° sLeoef'1 of <y\tioa lyyM  ' citcafat'°n  ^ direct
^ottl^rflvaVvoa
toaV to
idea 
*\A
? £ § § 5 *4 ?
aias bV a^acC
of
idose
tbe
;tCSWirrte'
sitvafe of aA
a  cat -
lUaca'
of r t
The Conservancy has 
supported the work of 
University of Maine 
geologist Joe Kelly as he 
uses high frequency 
sonar to map the near 
shore habitats of 
Cobscook Bay. Know­
ing what’s on the 
ocean floor will help 
area residents make 
choices that balance 
economic and 
environmental 
needs.
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There are some who believe land stewardship is all about counting 
birds, walking boundary lines, moni­
toring rare plants, building trails and 
generally spending as much time out 
on the land as sunlight allows. Well, 
sometimes.
At least one batch of Conservancy 
volunteers is willing to share a differ­
ent perspective after experiencing the 
seldom revealed nexus between land 
conservation and sanitary engineer­
ing. Old refrigerators, rusting barrels, 
garbage bags filled with household 
refuse and more were the final ob­
stacle to protecting approxim ately 
1 0 0  acres of contiguous land in the 
Tatnic Hills near Mount Agamenticus. 
Credit for convincing this crew to 
take a day off in the middle of the 
w eek to w restle w ith over 18 ,00 0  
pounds of garbage from this other­
w ise scenic rural property goes to
Southern M aine Program  M anager 
Parker Schuerman.
Prior to acquiring an interest in 
land, Conservancy policy requires an 
Environmental Hazard Assessment, a 
site visit during which the property 
is inspected for the presence of haz­
ardous wastes and other problems. It 
was during such an inspection that 
Parker located an illegal dump site 
that straddled a property line, thereby 
defacing not only the parcel under 
contract but a neighboring property 
as well. In order for the Conservancy 
to complete the purchase, the illegal 
landfill waste had to be separated, 
characterized and removed.
Both the landowner with whom we 
were negotiating and the neighboring 
landowner were approached for per­
mission to enter the properties and 
remove the waste. It was a daunting 
enterprise made possible only by the 
hard work of volunteers representing 
the Great Works Regional Land Trust, 
the Kennebunk Land Trust and The 
Nature Conservancy who pitched in 
alongside three contractors from Spe­
ciality Waste Services, Inc.
Over 1 1 0  tires and approximately 
1 .5  tons of scrap metal were hauled
away. Som e o f the m aterial was 
worse than trash: used oils, oil-based 
paints, oily solids and aerosols filled 
two 55 gallon drums. Analysis of the 
contents of two rusting barrels re­
vealed lead-laden oily wastes which 
had to be tran sferred  to special 
"O verpack" 85 gallon  drum s for 
transport off site.
The Town of Wells absorbed some 
disposal and transportation costs, 
while the Conservancy paid for the 
nonhazardous tipping and hazardous 
waste disposal fees. Total clean up 
costs, which included testing so l­
vents, disposal of hazardous materi­
als and bulk  w astes, w ere nearly 
$3,500.
Our thanks to the Town of Wells 
and manager Jonathan Carter, and to 
Sue Smith of the Kennebunk Land 
Trust, Tin Smith, Jean Demetracopoulos, 
Dan Sm ith and Jo e  H ardy o f the 
Great W orks Land Trust, Brian 
G ew in  and Tom R um pf o f The 
Nature Conservancy for contributing 
their time.
As a postscript, adjacent landown­
ers granted the Conservancy permis­
sion to gate the road that led to the 
illegal - and now former - dump site.
Do You Have  Too Much
------------------------------------------------------------ ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Left  At T he End Of T he
Here’s the Dilemma Stock values are near all-time highs, but dividend yields are near all-time lows. 
This creates a problem for people counting on their stock portfolios for current income. They could sell their 
current stocks and invest in something with a higher yield - but selling highly appreciated securities can result 
in significant capital gains tax. And, after paying capital gains tax, there’s less remaining to reinvest.
Here’s a Solution Life income gifts may present an attractive alternative. You can give highly appreciated 
stocks to The Nature Conservancy in return for enhanced income for life. That income may be several times 
what you’re currently receiving, depending on your age and other factors.
You get an immediate charitable deduction, based on the full fair market of donated stocks. As a tax- 
exempt charity, the Conservancy can sell those stocks, pay no capital gains tax, and reinvest the full amount in 
higher-yielding securities on your behalf. This enhanced income will be paid to you, to your spouse, and/or to 
others you may specify for your lifetimes(s). Some of that income may be taxed at preferential capital gains 
rates, and some may be tax-free. Ultimately, the remaining assets will come to The Nature Conservancy, to be 
used to protect Main’s best natural lands - an important part of your legacy for the future.
For further information about life income gifts ($5,000 minimum), call Mason Morfit at 20 7-729 -518 1.
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plague salt marsh environments - but 
the ditches remain, depriving marsh­
es of their natural water cycle.
Now, thanks to a commitment by 
the US Fish  and W ildlife Service, 
Natural Resource Conservation Ser­
vice, The National Fish and Wildlife 
Foundation, Ducks Unlimited, and 
private landow ners, the effects of 
ditching are being reversed.
and live in a predator-free environ­
ment. In addition, fresh water run­
ning onto the marsh from the adja­
cent upland overwhelms the saltwa­
ter that remains on the marsh, al­
lowing salt intolerant species such 
as cattails to invade the marsh sur­
face.
NANCY SFERRA
It looks nasty, but returning 
Sprague Marsh to its natural 
salt water regime will help 
plants native to a salt marsh 
compete against invading fresh 
water species. It may even help 
control mosquitos.
NANCY SFERRA
The Conservancy and the Bates- 
Morse Mountain Conservation Area 
Corporation are the fortunate re­
cipients of funding for the restora­
tion of the Sprague River Marsh at 
Morse Mountain in Phippsburg.
Although small ditches have been 
in place there since the early 1900s, 
the main channel of the Sprague 
River was widened and straightened 
in the 1960s. Among the ecological 
losses were the small pools, called 
pannes, which had remained full of 
water between extreme high tides 
on new and full moons.
In late January, Mike Morrison of 
Swamp, Inc., moved his specially de­
signed excavator onto the marsh sur­
face and his crew began the restora­
tion process. First, a perimeter ditch 
is dug around the upper edge of the 
marsh to intercept fresh water before 
it hits the marsh surface. Next, the 
smaller ditches are plugged with soil 
taken from the marsh surface next to 
the ditch. In the process, small pannes 
are created, mimicking those that had 
been lost to ditching and providing 
foraging habitat for wading birds.
Finally, sumps are dug in areas with
Mummichogs, Mosquitoes, Marshes and Men
M um m ichogs, sm all m innows 
swept onto the high marsh during 
these tides, cannot survive the drier 
conditions. And without mummi­
chogs, mosquitoes are free to breed
bare mud to create habitat where mum­
michogs can survive during dry peri­
ods. This winter’s work is the first of 
two planned phases of restoration. 
Next year, the lower end of the marsh 
will get a similar treatment.
Through it all, Dr. Curtis Bohlen and 
his students at Bates College w ill be 
tracking changes in the marsh associ­
ated with the restoration to determine 
whether our efforts are successful.
Don’tMess
WithMotherNature
G ood ideas often suffer in hind­sight. For example, ditching has 
altered ju st about every salt marsh 
in Maine.
Originally, ditching was used to 
drain the marsh and allow hay pro­
duction and cattle grazing. Later, 
ditching was a means of ridding wet­
lands of annoying mosquitos.
Today, salt marsh farming has all 
but disappeared. M osquitoes still
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An old oxbow on the Saco River, 
left. Step Falls, below. Little 
Hardwood Island, bottom.
WENDE GRAY
CHRIS HOFFMAN
Opportunity Knocks
If the story several pages back about hauling nine tons of trash hasn’t convinced you that volunteering for the 
Conservancy is as glamorous as it gets, here are a hand­
ful of additional opportunities to prove our point. The 
Nature Conservancy depends on a dedicated network 
of volunteer preserve stewards and conservation ease­
ment monitors throughout the state. We have current 
openings at the following sites (note that island assign­
ments require access to a boat):
Step Falls, Newry 
Head Harbor Island, Jonesport
JULIE HENDERSON
Little Hardwood Island, Jonesport 
Black Island, Jonesport 
Saco River Floodplain 
Mt. Agamenticus, York, South Berwick 
Morse Mountain, Phippsburg
cn
If you would like to explore these opportunities, 
please call Nancy Sferra, Director of Science 
and Stewardship, at 20 7 -7 29 -5 18 1.
T hanks to Greg Shute and Dick Thomas of Chewonki Fo u n d ation  and G ene D um ont o f the M aine 
D epartm ent o f In land F ish eries  and W ild life  for 
assistance on our annual meeting canoe trip on the Back 
River; C an d y M cK ellar and Peter M ason for assisting 
with rare orchid m onitoring at Crystal Bog Preserve this 
past summer; Candy, again, along with Nancy Levin and 
B ill Roderick for spearheading another successful Crystal 
Bog fundraising effort, this time involving a canoe raffle; 
Ja n e lle  D elicata for the donation o f a brush saw; Barb 
Stevens and G reg and D aw n Baston  for perm ission to 
erect a gate on their property; Bob and Janice C yr for the 
donation o f a 4-wheel drive pickup truck; Tom Fow ler 
and David Leonard for their assistance with the burning of 
a large, troublesome brush pile at our Barred Island Preserve.
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M em orials
Bjorn Carlsen  
Anne Mccabe  
Virginia T. Chaplin  
Lewis andjean  Frank  
Elizabeth A. Patterson 
Norm an E. Chapman  
Mr. and Mrs. A rthur H am blin  
Dr. W illiam  H. Ellis 
Students and Faculty of 
Lewiston Ju n ior H igh  School 
Barbara Faulkingham  English 
Eugene and D orothy M cG lau flin  
M r and Mrs. M. G. G ilm er  
Deborah A. G ilm er  
Chenoworth Hall 
Professor M urray  Eden  
Mrs. Patricia W. Eden  
Mrs. Virginia Lewis Ladd 
Dr. and M rs. Joseph Roe 
M arjorie Letoum eau  
Dr. M illard  E  Coffin  
Stephen K. Place 
Helen R Blackwell 
Debbie J. Loucks
Ingram and Helen Richardson 
John  R. V inton  
Jack Stirling  
W illia m  Stirling  
Ruth Stirling 
Robert Suminsby 
M r. and Mrs. H enri Agnese 
N ancy and Roy C h ilds  
W ilm a C. Eaton 
Bob andjean  Fernald  
N orm an A . Gosline  
G ary and Constance Horner 
David K irk land  
D u rlin  E. Lunt
M atching G ifts
M icrosoft
Chase Manhattan Bank
New York Times Com pany Foundation, Inc.
CertainTeed Corporation Foundation
Harris Bank Foundation
Charles Stewart M ott Foundation
Johnson &r Johnson Fam ily of Com panies
Faithful Friends
P a tty ’s beloved Newfoundland, Luke 
Edw ard and J ill Saxby
We are grateful for...
In H onor
In honor o f Vanessa and Rob M arciello and  
fam ily, and Bronwym  W hite and fam ily  
Roger H. Knight
In honor o f Wendy and W ayne Athearn  
James E  Smith
For in formation on making life income 
gifts or g ifts o f stock, bequests, and real 
estate, please call the Maine Chapter at 
207-729-5181.
And Knocks Again
W e’ve scheduled two work days in southern Maine in April.
Kennebunk Plains: The Trash
On Saturday, April 22, 2000 from 9:00 
a.m to 1:00 p.m., Southern Maine Pre­
serves Manager Parker Schuerman will 
be introducing volunteers to the finer 
points of refuse removal at this sandplain 
grassland area. Meet at parking lot on 
Rte 99.
Saco Heath: The Boardwalk
On Saturday, April 29, 2000, from 9:00 
a.m. to 3 :00  p.m ., Parker w ill lead a 
boardwalk repair work day. The board­
w alk travels a mile to and across the 
heath. Bring hammers, boots and enthu­
siasm
For information, please call Parker at 
20 7 -4 9 0 -4 0 12 .
Saco
Heath
Preserve
C J
iso
0 3
E
W e’re lookin g for item s that m ay be gathering dust in your attic or garage: a hammer, a lopper, a 
small microwave oven, a small outboard trolling motor 
and a gas-powered trimmer. If you can donate one of these 
items please call 20 7-729 -5 18 1. Thanks.
SHERRY PALMER
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TRU STEES
L y n d e l  J .  W is h c a m p e r , Freeport, Chairperson 
G e o r g e  N . C a m p b e ll ,  J r . ,  Portland-, Vice Chairperson 
L e o n  A . G o r m a n , Yarmouth, Vice Chairperson 
R o g e r  M ill ik e n ,  J r . ,  Cumberland Center, Vice Chairperson 
A n n a  M a r ie  T h r o n ,  South Portland, Secretary 
W e sto n  L . B o n n e y , Portland, T reasurer 
E le a n o r  “ N o n i”  A m e s , Cumberland Foreside 
M a d g e  B a k e r , Springvale 
R e in e r  B e e u w k e s , Togue Pond/Concord MA 
M a r k le y  H . B o y e r , Pembrok/Boston MA 
J o y c e  C o le m a n , Addison/Dallas TX 
D a v id  L . C o u r t e m a n c h ,  Mt. Vernon 
G e o r g e  D e n n y , Belfast/Pretty Marsh MA 
D a v id  F la n a g a n ,  Manchester 
C h r is  H a rte , Portland 
S h e r r y  H u b e r , Falmouth 
E d  K fo u ry , Oquossoc 
R a y  O w e n , Orono 
A la  R e id , York Harbor 
R o b e r t  S t e n e c k ,  North Whitefield 
R ic h a r d  J .  W a r r e n , Bangor 
L is s a  W id o ff ,  Freedom 
Charter Honorary Trustee:
E d w a r d  T. R ic h a r d s o n ,  J r . ,  South Portland
STAFF
K e n t  W. W o m m a c k  Vice President and Executive Director 
R o s e m a r y  A r m s t r o n g  Administrative Assistant 
N ic k  B e c k e r  Project Information Coordinator 
R a n d i L y n n  B o h l  Protection Assistant 
W ill ia m  B r u n e  Assistant Director of Land Protection 
S u s a n  C a ld w e l l  Protection Assistant 
M . B r id g e t  C h a s e  Director o f Development 
K e v in  C o f fe y  Saco River Project Direstor 
J e a n n e  D e s ja r d in s  Stewardship Assistant 
J i m  D o w  Cobscook Bay Project Director 
S u s a n  D o w n s  Finance Coordinator 
M e lin a  D r a p e r  Campaign Assistant 
B r ia n  G e w in  Information Systems Manager 
R o s s  G e r e d ie n  Finance Assistant 
B r u c e  K id m a n  Director o f Communications/Gov’t Relations 
A le x  M c In to s h  Associate Director of Development 
T h e r e s a  M c K it t r ic k  Administrative Assistant 
J .  M a s o n  M o r f it  Vice President/Director o f Planned Giving 
H o lly  P e te r s o n  Membership Coordinator 
D o u g  R a d z ie w ic z  Downeast Preserves Steward 
J a n e  R ic h m o n d  Director of Administration and Finance 
J o s h  R o y te  Conservation Planner 
T o m  R u m p f  Director o f Land Protection 
N a n c y  S fe r r a  Director o f Science and Stewardship 
P a r k e r  S c h u e r m a n  Southern Maine Program Manager 
K y le  S t o c k w e l l  Asst. Director o f Science and Stewardship 
K a t h y  S y lv e s te r  Development Coordinator 
A n g e la  T w itc h e ll ,  Public Lands Campaign Coordinator 
B a r b a r a  V ic k e r y  Director o f Conservation Programs
The Maine Chapter’s Salt Marsh Annual Meeting on the shores of the lower Kennebec River drew a large turnout of members and friends. 
Many took part in field trips on which they kayaked in Casco Bay, as above, 
hiked over Morse Mountain, explored salt marshes of the Back River and 
sand dunes at Reid State Park or learned to adm ire mud plants in 
Merrymeeting Bay.
It was a great opportunity to celebrate progress on the St. John River project 
as well. Amid that excitement, we did not forget to thank those who work 
alongside the Conservancy day by day. Below, Jody Jones holds an apprecia­
tion award for Maine Audubon Society fo r its work in protecting piping plo­
vers and least terns on Maine beaches. Jack Witham of the Lower Kennebec 
Regional Land Trust and 
Stu Fefer of the US Fish 
and W ildlife  Service  
G u lf o f Maine project 
represented two of the 
Maine Wetlands Coali­
tion members who re­
ceived our thanks.
Maine Coast Heritage 
Trust was recognized  
with a special Partner­
ship Award.
Maine Chapter
The Nature Conservancy
Fort Andross
14 Maine Street, Suite 401
Brunswick, Maine 04011-2026
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N o n - p r o f i t  O rg .
U .S .  P o s t a g e  
PAID
T h e  N a t u r e  C o n s e r v a n c y  
M a in e  C h a p t e r
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